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1. MAKE AN ENTRANCE – ensure a strong first 
impression with a welcoming doorway .  Think 
sparkling footpaths and porches and new pot plants . 
A new front door may also be an inexpensive way to 
spruce up your entrance, along with a new doormat .

2. A GREEN TRIM – a well groomed garden is the 
perfect way to frame your home . Get your lawn 
in tip top condition, weed the garden, remove any 
shabby plants and introduce some cheerful flowers . 

3. CLEANLINESS IS NEXT TO GODLINESS – get 
out a bucket and brush and scrub away the years of 
grime from your bricks and windows .

4. SHINY COAT – nothing will freshen up your 
house more than a coat of fresh paint .

5. THE SMALL THINGS – new fittings and fixtures 
can easily modernise an older home . Think door 
handles, cupboard handles and taps .

6. REPAIR TIME – the time to sell is the perfect 
time to tackle those odd jobs such as broken fly 
screens, cracked window panes or broken blinds . 
They may be fiddly tasks but they will give your 
home a more polished finish . 

7. BEAUTIFY THE BATHROOM – a dirty looking 
bathroom can be an instant turn off so take the time 
to replace any dripping or rusty taps and fixtures . 
A new toilet seat is also an easy way to spruce up a 
bathroom as are new fluffy towels .

8. CLEAN CARPETS – a steam clean will only cost 
a few hundred dollars and can help restore your 
carpets to their former glory .

9. ADD SOME SPARKLE – polish floorboards and 
shampoo rugs .

10. DE-CLUTTER – the easiest and cheapest way 
to add value to your home is by having a big clean 
out and removing any junk .

Polishing up your house with some simple renovations and TLC can really sharpen its appeal as well as maximise 
your profit potential – and it needn’t break the bank .  Here are some simple and affordable ways to boost your 
home’s sale potential so you can maximise your resources for the more exciting project – your new home!

Welcome to the spring edition of our newsletter . As the season changes and the weather warms up, spring 
is a popular time to sell your home, upgrade your lifestyle, and dream about a beach holiday .

This edition we take a look at some hints and tips if you are planning a spring sale of your home . We also 
examine the benefits of getting professional advice, with a discussion of superannuation in your 40’s and the 
possible problems with going it alone with your insurance . And finally, for those expecting a tax return, we 
have some examples of where to store your money to make a positive impact when you get your tax return .

10 TIPS TO ADD VALUE TO YOUR HOME



WHEN THE COVER WASN’T ENOUGH

Sometimes we have all the right intentions but don’t quite achieve the right solution .

THE STORY
Michael is a dental technician and employs an 
administrator to help him manage the office . 
Michael is married with two small children and is 
keen to protect his lifestyle .

After seeing an advertisement about income 
protection he jumped online and chose a policy 
that would pay 75% of his normal income if he 
was unable to work for any longer than the 90-
day waiting period . It would ensure he could 
feed his family, pay the mortgage and other bills, 
and maintain a close-to-normal lifestyle as he 
recovered .

Months later, Michael had a water-skiing accident 
and suffered a severe injury . After the waiting 
period, the policy started to make payments and 
everything seemed to be under control . 

BUT IT WASN’T
Without any business revenue, it didn’t take 
long for the rent on his practice rooms and his 
employee’s wages to overdraw the business 
account . 

With no other option, Michael used his personal 
resources to keep the business open until he could 
return to work .  The income protection policy he’d 
taken out wasn’t enough for his business too .

THE SOLUTION
Michael could have covered this risk by also 
purchasing a business expenses protection policy . 
This would have paid the ongoing expenses 
incurred by the business – such as rent, electricity, 
phone and employee wages for up to twelve 
months .

It pays to consult with one of our specialists who 
can analyse all of your insurance needs not just the 
obvious ones . 

HOW WE CAN HELP
With around half of us likely to spend more than 
three months off work due to ill health during our 
working lives#, personal insurances are vital . 

Insurance is a complex area . Policies vary in their 
detail and insurance companies differ in their 
approach to processing both applications and 
claims . Each type of insurance has a role to play 
and it is a job for an expert to work out the right 
amount of each type for you . 

We can analyse your insurance needs and 
recommend cover that’s right for you and your 
budget so you aren’t caught short .

# www .abs .gov .au - 6324 .0 - Work-Related Injuries, Australia, 2013-
14 (released 19/11/2014) .
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HOW MUCH?
With the government expecting us to be self-
sufficient in old age, the nest egg required to fund a 
comfortable lifestyle could be close to $2 million1 . 

So, what can you do to have $2 million waiting for 
you in two short decades’ time?

A BENEFICIAL SACRIFICE
At this age, a popular strategy for boosting 
retirement savings is ‘salary sacrifice’ in which 
you take a cut in take-home pay in exchange for 
additional pre-tax contributions to your super . 

Salary sacrificing provides a double benefit . Not 
only are you adding more money to your retirement 
balance, these contributions and their earnings are 
taxed at a substantially lower rate than your income . 

It’s important to know that if combined 
contributions exceed the given threshold it may 
be taxed at your marginal tax rate . One of our 
professional financial advisers can help you .

LET THE GOVERNMENT CONTRIBUTE
Low-income earners can pick up an easy, 
government-sponsored, 50% return on their 
investment just by making an after-tax contribution 
to their super fund . 

Not surprisingly, there are limits, but if you can 
contribute $1,000 of your own money to super you 
could receive up to $500 as a co-contribution2.

Another strategy that may help some couples is 
contribution splitting . This is where a portion of one 
partner’s superannuation contributions are rolled 
over to the partner on a lower income . 

PROTECT WHAT YOU CAN’T AFFORD TO LOSE
With debts and dependents, adequate personal 
insurance is crucial . It may be available as part of your 
superannuation which will reduce the strain on cash 
flow but will impact upon your nest egg . 

Alternatively consideration should be given to 
insurance outside of super as this will not impact 
upon the amount of money available to you upon 
retirement . Our advisers can help you weigh up 
what is right for you .

SEEK PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
The forties is an important decade for wealth 
creation with many things to consider, so ask your 
financial adviser to help you make sure the next 20 
years are the best for your super .
1ASFA Retirement Standard http://www .superannuation .asn .au/resources/
retirement-standard/ (released 19/11/2014 2Super co-contribution: https://
www .ato .gov .au/Individuals/Super/In-detail/Growing/Super-co-
contribution/

Typically your forties is a time of established careers, teenage kids and a mortgage that is no longer 
daunting . There are still plenty of demands on the budget, but as you pass the halfway mark of your 
working life, it’s time to give retirement planning a bit more attention .

SUPER IN YOUR 40S. IT’S TIME TO GET FOCUSED
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Disclaimer: This newsletter contains general information only and in no way constitutes the provision 
of professional advice nor should it be relied on as a substitute for financial, accounting, legal or other 
professional advice . We have not taken into account the financial situation, investment objectives or 
particular needs of any particular person . Before making an investment or financial decision, a person 
must seek appropriate independent professional advice and also consider whether this information is 
appropriate to their needs, objectives and circumstances . Information in this newsletter relating to matters 
concerning Credit Services are made on behalf of Astute Financial Management Pty Ltd (Australian Credit 
Licence No . 364 253) and matters concerning investment, superannuation, insurance and Financial Services 
are made on behalf of AIW Dealer Services Pty Limited (AFSL 414 256) (collectively “Astute Companies”) . 
The Astute Companies as well as their brokers, representatives, agents  and employees give no guarantees 
and make no representations, express or implied, as to the accuracy, currency completeness or suitability 
of the information contained in this document . Furthermore, and without limiting the foregoing, the 
Astute Companies and their brokers, representatives, agents  and employees accept no liability whatsoever 
as a result of any information herein being incorrect, incomplete or unsuitable or as a result of a person in 
any way using or relying on the information herein . 

This newsletter has been sent to you by Green Finance Group Pty Ltd ATF Green Finance Trust ABN 27 795 
793 611 an authorised credit representative of Astute Financial Management Pty Ltd (Australian Credit 
Licence No . 364 253) and an authorised representative of AIW Dealer Services Pty Ltd (AFSL 414 256) .

Green Finance Group
T 07 3899 2866 
F 07 3399 2866
E info@greenfinancegroup .com .au 
Shop 4 / 119 Riding Road, Hawthorne 
www.greenfinancegroup.com.au

www .facebook .com/greenfinancegroup

au .linkedin .com/pub/daniel-green/38/990/525

1. REDUCE YOUR DEBTS
As boring as it might sound, this is the best way to 
earn more on your extra cash . Focus on any high-
interest loans  credit cards and personal loans you 
have . Perhaps set up additional monthly payments 
towards these debts – even a few extra dollars 
each month will put more back in your pocket . 

2. SPECIAL SAVINGS
Do you have a special goal such as an overseas 
holiday or wedding? 

Use your extra cash to open a separate online bank 
account that earns higher interest and set up a 
monthly automatic transfer from your everyday 
account . It will quietly grow behind the scenes and 
be ready for you when you need it . 

3. INVEST IT
Use your lump sum to set up a managed 
investment then make regular contributions to 
take advantage of dollar-cost averaging . If you’re 
yet to retire and haven’t already taken control of 
your superannuation, this might be an even better 
option for you as it is far more tax-effective . Talk to 
us for further guidance .

4. SHARE IT AROUND
You don’t have to be wealthy to be a 
philanthropist . What is your favourite charity? Or 
share it between a few needy organisations of your 
choice . It will not only make you feel good, but you 
can claim your gift as a tax deduction . You can find 
more information about planned and tax-effective 
giving at www .philanthropy .org .au .

Each of these ideas will give you back far more 
than spending your extra cash on a whim . 

If there is a good chance you will receive a tax 
refund this year, or by being thrifty, you have 
accumulated some extra cash in your everyday 
account, try to contain the temptation to splurge 
or celebrate; instead make it work harder for you . 

Here are some examples of effective places to 
store that extra cash .

TAX RETURN HEADED  
YOUR WAY?

4Spring 2016


